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Massachusetts Drug Evaluation and Classification Program
Municipal Police Training Committee

P.O. Box 522

Reading, MA. 01867

781-437-0342


Drug Evaluation and Classification (DEC) School

Calendar year 2014 will be the dates for upcoming Drug Evaluation and Classification (DEC) Schools, scheduled to be held at the following:

New Hampshire, August 25- Sept. 4, 2014; MASSACHUSETTS, June 16 -27, 2014.  There may be an additional DRE held in the fall/winter of 2014, to be determined. These will be a combined Pre-School/ 7-Day DEC School, and will total 10 school days (except NH). This will also include two evenings of instruction. 

The instructor cadre will consist of Nationally Certified Drug Recognition Expert(DRE) Instructors from around New England. Also, Dr. Jack Richman, Hingham Police Physician and other health care professionals will be on staff and instructing.

Subjects to be covered include: Drugs In Society; Standardized Field Testing; Development and Effectiveness of the DEC Program; Overview of the DRE Process; Overview of Drug Categories; Physiology of Drugs;  The 12-Step DRE Process; Eye Examinations; Vital Signs; The Seven Drug Categories in Depth; Test Procedure Interpretation; Drug References; Preparing Narrative Reports; case Preparation and Testimony; Classifying Impaired Persons; Role Playing; Alcohol Workshops, Considerable Hands-On training, and more.

The DEC School is one of the most intense schools in law enforcement. Officers attending should be willing to commit a considerable amount of time towards full Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) certification.

If the student successfully completes the two-weeks of classroom, the second phase of certification is the Field Certification Phase. Officers will work with police departments around New England in order to obtain the required amount of actual drug evaluations. Officers need at least 12 drug evaluations to complete this phase. This process usually takes 3 – 6 months to complete.

An option may be available to go to the Maricopa County Jail in Phoenix, AZ. for field certifications. Due to their volume of prisoner intake, most, if not all, of the students’ field evaluations can be completed in a one week period. This will also include the Final Knowledge Examination (listed below). The cost of this MAY be funded by The MA. DEC Program.  However, students wishing to attend may be required to provide their own funding for this event.  

The third and final phase is the “Final Final Exam”.
·  25 MULTIPLE CHOICE/FILL-IN QUESTIONS.

· SYMPTOMOLOGY MATRIX

· NARRATIVE OVERVIEW OF THE FOUR EFFECTS (null, additive, overlapping, and antagonistic).

· FOUR ESSAYS
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· FIVE EXEMPLARS

· RESUME AND ROLLING LOG REVIEW
Generally this exam takes between five to six hours to complete.

Once an officer has completed this final phase, he/she would need the recommendation of two DRE Instructors for National Certification.

The requirements for entering the DRE School are:

Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Certified ( SFST Instructor in Mass. preferred)

(Certificate must be provided)

Excellent SFST skills (especially HGN)

Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) completion certificate 

(This must be the 16 hour classroom ARIDE, the online ARIDE will not suffice)

Considerable experience in DWI enforcement or other impairment issues.

2+ years full-time law enforcement experience. (with Ch.90 powers)

Departmental support.

Recommendation from at least one DRE.

Current resume required

Application completed

Applicant Interview

Commitment to the DRE Program for a five year period, from time of certification

(EMT/Paramedic or other medical background helpful)
Please contact Sgt. Don Decker (ret.), Mass. State DEC Coordinator for further information.

Nahant Police Dept.

198 Nahant Rd.
Nahant, Ma. 01945

781-581-1212

or at the below listed numbers.


Sgt. Don Decker – State DEC Coordinator

Lynn, MA. 01904

 978-502-4063 (Cell)









