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Massachusetts Drug Evaluation and Classification Program

Introduction and Need for Training:

It is well known that drug use and abuse is rampant in not only the United States, but also in Massachusetts. Drug use and abuse affects all facets of life, including the general motoring public. Recent studies from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and other entities clearly shows that drug impaired driving is more common than previously thought. 

Arrests for Driving Under The Influence of Drugs have increased substantially in Massachusetts.

The Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Program has been in place for many years. For the past several years, it is common for a DRE to be called to testify in court. One of the cornerstones of the DRE process is Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus(HGN), Not only is it important to the DRE, it is utilized by thousands of officers daily to detect impaired drivers. HGN and DRE are crucial in the detection, apprehension and prosecution of alcohol and drugged drivers. HGN and DRE and related testimonial issues can present challenges for the prosecutor with little knowledge in this area of impaired driving.

Objectives of this Training Program 

This eight hour course of instruction is designed to introduce the prosecutor to HGN and DRE. What is HGN and how does it work? What is the DRE process, and how does it work. How are they utilized by police officers and DREs? How do I introduce HGN into court? What cases allow me to get it in? How do I introduce DRE into court? What allows me to get it in? Should I use the DRE for Drug Recognition Expert testimony, or for Drug Expert testimony? These and many other issues will be the topic of this training course for prosecutors.

The course will be conducted by experts with many years of experience in these areas: 

Dr. Jack Richman, OD will be instructing on the foundations of HGN.

Sgt. Don Decker, MA. State DRE Coordinator will be instructing on the DRE Program and the DRE process.

Maura Officer, Esq. ADA Essex County District Attorney’s Office will be instructing on the introduction of HGN and DRE into court.

The faculty are all nationally certified Drug Recognition Experts with many years of experience in the impaired driving field.

The course will be held on WEDNESDAY MAY 19, 2010, from 8:30AM – 4:30PM
at the Cambridge Police Dept. 125 Sixth St. Cambridge, MA.

To register for this class, please contact Sgt. Don Decker by e-mail at:

Djdecker57@verizon.net. You will receive a confirmation email with more details.

This training is sponsored by the MA. Drug Evaluation and Classification Program

